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all free returned members pledged to support it; and when
the Bill was brought before the new House of Commons it was
passed by a substantial majority. Then it was the Lords* turn
to try to hold the fort for the Old Regime. When the Bill came
before them they passed such drastic amendments that it
became worthless. It was impossible for Grey to " appeal to
the country " again so soon after the last General Election ; so
he asked the King to force the Bill through by creating a
hundred new Whig peers to vote down the Opposition. But
William refused, for the Bill was a much bolder measure
than he had expected, and he hesitated about making such a
sweeping change in the Constitution. So Lord Grey and the
Whigs resigned, and Wellington became Prime Minister again.
But only for a few weeks. The nation showed in the most
vigorous way its indignation at the shelving of the measure on
which it had set its heart. Great meetings of working-men
were held in the north and midlands. The City of London
threatened to embarrass the Government by withdrawing the
gold from the Bank of England. Riots broke out in which public
buildings were destroyed. There were no regular police, and
the army was too small to cope with such widespread disorders
—even if the soldiers could be relied on to act in such a cause,
which Wellington had reason to doubt. So he had to give up
the attempt, and the King was compelled to recall Grey and
agree to his request. Of course the House of Lords did not
hold out any longer—that would have meant cheapening the
dignity of the peerage, and would not have saved them from
the Bill in any case. It became law in 1832.
The Great Reform Bill deprived fifty-six very small con
stituencies—the very rotten boroughs—of both their members ;
thirty others, rather larger, were allowed to retain one. The
seats thus set free were distributed among the large towns
which had hitherto been unrepresented. The right to vote in
boroughs was given to all householders who paid £10 or more a
year in rent. Thus the Bill did less than nothing for the working-
class, who had been so enthusiastic about it. Many of them had

